wrotl.ca
470 Weber St North Unit 204
Waterloo

N2L 6J2

519-571-0222

wrotlocal@wrotl.ca

Why This Provincial Election Matters More Than Ever

As we approach the upcoming provincial election, | cannot stress enough how crucial this moment is
for all of us as educators. The government we elect will shape the future of our working conditions,
our students' learning environments, and the very foundation of public education in Ontario.

Under the current government, we’ve seen firsthand the impact of their decisions:

e  Cuts to Education Funding — Per-student funding has decreased, leading to larger class sizes,
fewer resources, and job losses for educators, including occasional teachers.

¢ Unconstitutional Wage Restraints — Bill 124 capped public sector wage increases at 1% per
year, despite the rising cost of living. While the courts struck it down, this government has
continued to fight against fair compensation.

e Directed Hiring Practices — The province has interfered with hiring rules, limiting fair and
transparent staffing opportunities for occasional teachers.

e Erosion of Public Education — Their policies have weakened the system, placing greater strain
on teachers and students alike.
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The reality is simple: who we elect determines our salaries, sick leave policies, benefits, and job
security. It also determines whether we work in well-funded, supportive schools or ones that
continue to be under-resourced.

The current government is actively standing in the way of fair staffing, making it harder for occasional
teachers to secure stable employment. Their approach prioritizes cost-cutting over student success,
and we are already feeling the consequences.

This election is about our future, our rights, and our profession. We need to support candidates who
believe in investing in education, respecting educators, and ensuring fair working conditions for all.

Mark your calendar: February 27 — Provincial Election Day. Make a plan to vote. Encourage your
colleagues, friends, and family to do the same. Our collective voice has power—let’s use it to protect
public education.

In solidarity,
Nathan Core
President, Waterloo Region Occasional Teachers’ Local
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Here’s how members of the education community can financially plan for their futures
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Educators

FINANCIAL GROUP
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Between preparing lesson plans to participating in extracurricular activities, it can be hard to find the
time to learn about your personal finances.

But financial planning is essential to your long-term well-being, and with proper planning, you can
reach your financial goals in the most efficient way possible.

Here are a few key things you should know about financial planning and taxes ahead of the RRSP and
tax deadlines: https://bit.ly/40U4XjM.



https://wrotl.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=beeef854c2beefde99a1a64a3&id=af16761948&e=8d3d1aa41a

Educators Financial Group has been offering financial planning and a wide selection of investing and
lending products and services exclusively to education members and their families since 1975. It is this
strong history that has enabled them to become the education community’s financial specialist —
empowering educators to achieve their financial goals. Book your complimentary consultation

today: https://bit.ly/4hfk3Ga.
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WROTL

Winter General Meeting 2025

All members are invited to attend the WROTL Winter General Meeting 2025!

Tuesday February 18, 2025
ETFO-WR Meeting Room
4:45pm - 7:00pm

Dinner will be provided.

We will address the following business during the meeting:
e Election of Delegates to the Federation Annual Meeting
e Vote on Proposed Amendments to the Constitution
e Receive a Local update and a Budget update

e Question & Answer Session
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Upcoming Events

February 17: Family Day (no school)
February 18: Winter General Meeting
February 21: Pay Day

February 24: Think Pink Crafting Night

February 27: Provincial Election- GET OUT & VOTE!
March 3: Differentiated Instruction Workshop

March 7: Let’s Celebrate Ramadan!

March 7: Pay Day

March 10-14: March Break (no school)
March 24: Equity & Social Justice Book Study

MARK YOUR

CALENDAB,
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